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Hebrew Scripture 
 
 

Exodus 3 
7 Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are 
in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, 
I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, … 
 
 

Exodus 23 
You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with the 
wicked to act as a malicious witness. 2 You shall not follow a majority in 
wrongdoing; when you bear witness in a lawsuit, you shall not side with 
the majority so as to pervert justice; 3 nor shall you be partial to the poor 
in a lawsuit. 4 When you come upon your enemy’s ox or donkey going 
astray, you shall bring it back. 5 When you see the donkey of one who 
hates you lying under its burden and you would hold back from setting it 
free, you must help to set it free. 
6 You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in their lawsuits. 7 

Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and those in 
the right, for I will not acquit the guilty. 8 You shall take no bribe, for a 
bribe blinds the officials, and subverts the cause of those who are in the 
right. 9 You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an 
alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 
 
 

Deuteronomy 15 
7 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in 
any of your towns within the land that the LORD your God is giving you, 
do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You 
should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the 
need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful that you do not entertain a mean 
thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and 
therefore view your needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your 
neighbor might cry to the LORD against you, and you would incur guilt. 10 

Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the 
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LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you 
undertake. 11 Since there will never cease to be some in need on the 
earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy 
neighbor in your land.” 
 
 

Deuteronomy 30 
Moreover, the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart 

of your descendants, so that you will love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. 7 The LORD 
your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on the 
adversaries who took advantage of you. 8 Then you shall again obey the 
LORD, observing all his commandments that I am commanding you 
today, 9 and the LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in 
all your undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your 
livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight 
in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10 

when you obey the LORD your God by observing his commandments and 
decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 11 Surely, this 
commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, 
nor is it too far away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who 
will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and 
observe it?” 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who 
will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we 
may hear it and observe it?” 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in 
your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.15 See, I have set before 
you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 

 
 

1 Samuel 

2 Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; 

my strength is exalted in my God. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 

because I rejoice in my victory.  

2 “There is no Holy One like the LORD, 
no one besides you; 
there is no Rock like our God. 

3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
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let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 

and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  
The barren has borne seven, 

but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The LORD kills and brings to life; 

he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

he brings low, he also exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 

he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes 

and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

and on them he has set the world.  

9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; 
for not by might does one prevail. 

10 The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; 
the Most High will thunder in heaven. 

The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
he will give strength to his king, 

and exalt the power of his anointed.” 
 
 

Job 29  
[Job’s defense] 
11 When the ear heard, it commended me, 
and when the eye saw, it approved; 
12 because I delivered the poor who cried, 
and the orphan who had no helper. 
13 The blessing of the wretched came upon me, 
and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 
14 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; 
my justice was like a robe and a turban. 
15 I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet to the lame. 
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16 I was a father to the needy, 
and I championed the cause of the stranger. 
 
 

Job 31 
16 “If I have withheld anything that the poor desired, 
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 
17 or have eaten my morsel alone, 
and the orphan has not eaten from it— 
18 for from my youth I reared the orphan like a father, 
and from my mother’s womb I guided the widow — 
19 if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, 
or a poor person without covering, 
20 whose loins have not blessed me, 
and who was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep; 
21 if I have raised my hand against the orphan, 
because I saw I had supporters at the gate; 
22 then let my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder, 
and let my arm be broken from its socket. 
23 For I was in terror of calamity from God, 
and I could not have faced his majesty.  
 
 

Psalm 9 

God’s Power and Justice 
. A Psalm of David. 

1 I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

2 I will be glad and exult in you; 
I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  

3 When my enemies turned back, 
they stumbled and perished before you. 

4 For you have maintained my just cause; 
you have sat on the throne giving righteous judgment.  

5 You have rebuked the nations, you have destroyed the wicked; 
you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 

6 The enemies have vanished in everlasting ruins; 
their cities you have rooted out; 
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the very memory of them has perished.  

7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever, 
he has established his throne for judgment. 

8 He judges the world with righteousness; 
he judges the peoples with equity.  

9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
a stronghold in times of trouble. 

10 And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.  

11 Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion. 
Declare his deeds among the peoples. 

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 
he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.  

… 

15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; 
in the net that they hid has their own foot been caught. 

16 The LORD has made himself known, he has executed judgment; 
the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands.   

17 The wicked shall depart to Sheol, 
all the nations that forget God.  

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
nor the hope of the poor perish forever.  

19 Rise up, O LORD! Do not let mortals prevail; 
let the nations be judged before you. 

20 Put them in fear, O LORD; 
let the nations know that they are only human. 
 
 

Psalm 37 
20 But the wicked perish, 

and the enemies of the LORD are like the glory of the pastures; 
they vanish—like smoke they vanish away.  
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21 The wicked borrow, and do not pay back, 
but the righteous are generous and keep giving; 

22 for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit the land, 
but those cursed by him shall be cut off.  
23 Our steps are made firm by the LORD, 

when he delights in our way; 
24 though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong, 

for the LORD holds us by the hand.  

25 I have been young, and now am old, 
yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken 
or their children begging bread. 

26 They are ever giving liberally and lending, 
and their children become a blessing.  

27 Depart from evil, and do good; 
so you shall abide forever. 

28 For the LORD loves justice; 
he will not forsake his faithful ones.  

The righteous shall be kept safe forever, 
but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. 

29 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
and live in it forever.  

30 The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 
and their tongues speak justice. 

31 The law of their God is in their hearts; 
their steps do not slip.  

32 The wicked watch for the righteous, 
and seek to kill them. 

33 The LORD will not abandon them to their power, 
or let them be condemned when they are brought to trial.  

34 Wait for the LORD, and keep to his way, 
and he will exalt you to inherit the land; 
you will look on the destruction of the wicked.  

35 I have seen the wicked oppressing, 
and towering like a cedar of Lebanon. 



Peace & Justice Scripture 

9 

36 Again I passed by, and they were no more; 
though I sought them, they could not be found.  

37 Mark the blameless, and behold the upright, 
for there is posterity for the peaceable. 

38 But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; 
the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off.  

39 The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; 
he is their refuge in the time of trouble. 

40 The LORD helps them and rescues them; 
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them, 

because they take refuge in him. 
 
 

Psalm 43 
1 Happy are those who consider the poor; 
the Lord delivers them in the day of trouble. 
2 The Lord protects them and keeps them alive; 
they are called happy in the land. 
You do not give them up to the will of their enemies. 
3 The Lord sustains them on their sickbed; 
in their illness you heal all their infirmities.  
 
 

Psalm 72 

Prayer for Guidance and Support for the King 
Of Solomon. 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 
and your poor with justice. 

3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
and the hills, in righteousness. 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor.  

5 May he live while the sun endures, 
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
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6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his days may righteousness flourish 
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.  

… 
 

12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 
the poor and those who have no helper. 

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
and saves the lives of the needy. 

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
and precious is their blood in his sight.  
… 

18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 

19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen.  
 
 

Psalm 82 
A Plea for Justice 

1 God has taken his place in the divine council; 
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: 
2 “How long will you judge unjustly 
and show partiality to the wicked?   
3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”  
 
 

Psalm 103 
Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness 

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
3 who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the Pit, 
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who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.  
6 The Lord works vindication 
and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known his ways to Moses, 
his acts to the people of Israel. 
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 
14 For he knows how we were made;  
he remembers that we are dust.  
 
 

Psalm 146 
Praise for God’s Help 

1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.  
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
on that very day their plans perish.  
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7  who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry.  
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
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the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  
 
 

Proverbs 
 
14 31 Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, 
but those who are kind to the needy honor him. 
 
19 17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and will be repaid in full. 
 
21 13 If you close your ear to the cry of the poor, 
you will cry out and not be heard. 
 
22 9 Those who are generous are blessed, 
for they share their bread with the poor. 
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Isaiah 1 
11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

says the LORD; 
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

and the fat of fed beasts; 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

or of lambs, or of goats.  

12 When you come to appear before me, 
who asked this from your hand? 
Trample my courts no more; 

13 bringing offerings is futile; 
incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals 
my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 
I am weary of bearing them. 

15 When you stretch out your hands, 
I will hide my eyes from you; 

even though you make many prayers, 
I will not listen; 
your hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
remove the evil of your doings 
from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 
17  learn to do good; 
seek justice, 
rescue the oppressed, 
defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow.  
18 Come now, let us argue it out, 
says the Lord: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be like snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool. 
19 If you are willing and obedient, 
you shall eat the good of the land; 
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20 but if you refuse and rebel, 
you shall be devoured by the sword; 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken 
 
 

Isaiah 2 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  

2 In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
3  Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more.  

5 O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 

in the light of the LORD! 
 
 

Isaiah 3 
13The Lord rises to argue his case; 
he stands to judge the peoples. 
14 The Lord enters into judgment 
with the elders and princes of his people: 
It is you who have devoured the vineyard; 
the spoil of the poor is in your houses. 
15 What do you mean by crushing my people, 
by grinding the face of the poor? says the Lord God of hosts.  
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Isaiah 9 
Ah, you who make iniquitous decrees, 

who write oppressive statutes, 
2 to turn aside the needy from justice 

and to rob the poor of my people of their right, 
that widows may be your spoil, 

and that you may make the orphans your prey! 
3 What will you do on the day of punishment, 

in the calamity that will come from far away? 
To whom will you flee for help, 

and where will you leave your wealth, 
4 so as not to crouch among the prisoners 

or fall among the slain? 
For all this his anger has not turned away; 

his hand is stretched out still.  
 
 

Isaiah 32 
32 See, a king will reign in righteousness, 
and princes will rule with justice. 
2 Each will be like a hiding place from the wind, 
a covert from the tempest, 
like streams of water in a dry place, 
like the shade of a great rock in a weary land. 
3 Then the eyes of those who have sight will not be closed, 
and the ears of those who have hearing will listen. 
4 The minds of the rash will have good judgment, 
and the tongues of stammerers will speak readily and distinctly. 
5 A fool will no longer be called noble, 
nor a villain said to be honorable. 
6 For fools speak folly, 
and their minds plot iniquity: 
to practice ungodliness, 
to utter error concerning the Lord, 
to leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied, 
and to deprive the thirsty of drink. 
7 The villainies of villains are evil; 
they devise wicked devices 
to ruin the poor with lying words, 
even when the plea of the needy is right. 
8 But those who are noble plan noble things, 
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and by noble things they stand.  
… 
16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, 
and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. 
17 The effect of righteousness will be peace, 
and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 
18 My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, 
in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places. 
 
 

Isaiah 42 
5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 
7  to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them.  
 
 

Isaiah 55 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
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so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  

12 For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
 

Isaiah 58 

False and True Worship 

 Shout out, do not hold back! 
Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 
to the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 
they delight to draw near to God. 

3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
and oppress all your workers. 

4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
and to strike with a wicked fist. 
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Such fasting as you do today 
will not make your voice heard on high. 

5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 
a day acceptable to the LORD?  
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 

7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 
and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  

 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry 

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 

and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you continually, 

and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, 
whose waters never fail. 

12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to live in.  
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Isaiah 61 

 The Good News of Deliverance 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations.  
5 Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, 
foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines; 
6 but you shall be called priests of the Lord, 
you shall be named ministers of our God; 
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, 
and in their riches you shall glory. 
7 Because their shame was double, 
and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 
therefore they shall possess a double portion; 
everlasting joy shall be theirs.  
8 For I the Lord love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
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Jeremiah 9 
23 Thus says the LORD: Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not 
let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy boast in their 
wealth; 24 but let those who boast boast in this, that they understand and 
know me, that I am the LORD; I act with steadfast love, justice, and 
righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the LORD. 
 
 

Jeremiah 22 
13 Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, 
and his upper rooms by injustice; 
who makes his neighbors work for nothing, 
and does not give them their wages; 
14 who says, “I will build myself a spacious house 
with large upper rooms,” 
and who cuts out windows for it, 
paneling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion. 
15 Are you a king 
because you compete in cedar? 
Did not your father eat and drink 
and do justice and righteousness? 
Then it was well with him. 
16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
then it was well. 
Is not this to know me? 
says the Lord. 
 
 

Jeremiah 31 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
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Ezekiel 16 
49 This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had 
pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and 
needy. 
 
 

Hosea 11 

11 When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called my son. 

2 The more I called them, 
the more they went from me; 

they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 
and offering incense to idols.  

3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
I took them up in my arms; 
but they did not know that I healed them. 

4 I led them with cords of human kindness, 
with bands of love. 

I was to them like those 
who lift infants to their cheeks. 
I bent down to them and fed them.  

5 They shall return to the land of Egypt, 
and Assyria shall be their king, 
because they have refused to return to me. 

6 The sword rages in their cities, 
it consumes their oracle-priests, 
and devours because of their schemes. 

7 My people are bent on turning away from me. 
To the Most High they call, 

but he does not raise them up at all.  
8 How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

How can I hand you over, O Israel? 
How can I make you like Admah? 

How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 
My heart recoils within me; 

my compassion grows warm and tender. 
9 I will not execute my fierce anger; 
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I will not again destroy Ephraim; 
for I am God and no mortal, 

the Holy One in your midst, 
and I will not come in wrath.  

10 They shall go after the LORD, 
who roars like a lion; 

when he roars, 
his children shall come trembling from the west. 
 
 

Micah 4 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 

2  and many nations shall come and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 

and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig 
trees, 

and no one shall make them afraid; 
for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.  
 
 

Micah 6 
God Challenges Israel 

 Hear what the LORD says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
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and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

and he will contend with Israel.  

3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
… 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God?  
 
 

Amos 5 
7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
and bring righteousness to the ground!  
… 
10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
11 Therefore because you trample on the poor 

and take from them levies of grain, 
you have built houses of hewn stone, 

but you shall not live in them; 
you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

but you shall not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your transgressions, 

and how great are your sins— 
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

and push aside the needy in the gate. 
13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

for it is an evil time.  
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14 Seek good and not evil, 
that you may live; 

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
just as you have said. 

15 Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  
16 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord: 
In all the squares there shall be wailing; 

and in all the streets they shall say, “Alas! alas!” 
They shall call the farmers to mourning, 

and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing; 
17 in all the vineyards there shall be wailing, 

for I will pass through the midst of you, 
 says the LORD.  

The Day of the LORD a Dark Day 
18 Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 

Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, not light; 

19  as if someone fled from a lion, 
and was met by a bear; 

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake. 

20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it?  
1 I hate, I despise your festivals, 

and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

I will not look upon. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  
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Malachi 3 

The Coming Messenger 

3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 
LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear 
witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired workers in their 
wages, the widow and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the 
alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
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Apocrypha 
 

Wisdom 7 
24 For wisdom is more mobile than any motion; 
because of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things. 

25 For she is a breath of the power of God, 
and a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; 
therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her. 

26 For she is a reflection of eternal light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of God, 
and an image of his goodness. 

27 Although she is but one, she can do all things, 
and while remaining in herself, she renews all things; 
in every generation she passes into holy souls 
and makes them friends of God, and prophets; 

28 for God loves nothing so much as the person who lives with wisdom. 
29 She is more beautiful than the sun, 
and excels every constellation of the stars. 
Compared with the light she is found to be superior, 

30 for it is succeeded by the night, 
but against wisdom evil does not prevail. 
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New Testament 
 

Matthew 5 

5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 
 

Matthew 5 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes 
you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40 and if anyone wants to sue 
you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41 and if anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go also the second mile.  
 
 

Matthew 5 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father 
in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love 
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and 
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sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles 
do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 

Matthew 6 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 

and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.  25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they? 
 
 

Matthew 12 
15 When Jesus became aware of this, he departed. Many crowds 

followed him, and he cured all of them, 16 and he ordered them not to 
make him known. 17 This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah: 
18 “Here is my servant, whom I have chosen, 

my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased. 
I will put my Spirit upon him, 

and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. 
19 He will not wrangle or cry aloud, 

nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. 
20 He will not break a bruised reed 

or quench a smoldering wick 
until he brings justice to victory. 

21  And in his name the Gentiles will hope. 
 
 

Matthew 16 

The Cross and Self-Denial 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their 
life? 
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Matthew 25 

The Judgment of the Nations 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41 Then 
he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from 
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 
to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care 
of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 
 

Mark 12 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 
another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, 
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 
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Luke 1 

Mary’s Song of Praise 
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
 

Luke 3 
10 And the crowds asked [John the Baptist], “What then should we do?” 11 

In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even 
tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we 
do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
 

Luke 4 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 

went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he 
began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  
 
 

Luke 6 
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
for you will be filled. 

“Blessed are you who weep now, 
for you will laugh. 
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 

you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice 
in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, 

for you will mourn and weep. 
26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 
did to the false prophets. 
 
 

Luke 6 
27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 

If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from 
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 

Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 
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goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have 
them do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 

If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But 
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is 
kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful. 
 
 

Luke 7 
27 This [John the Baptist] is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

28 I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; 
yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (And all the 
people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the 
justice of God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. 30 

But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected God’s purpose for themselves.) 
 
 

Luke 10 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in 
the law? What do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 

And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you 
will live.” 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 
and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came 
near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 
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Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 
of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 
37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise.” 
 
 

Luke 11 
5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go 

to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of 
bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before 
him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 
already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get 
up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up 
and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his 
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who 
asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if 
your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the 
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
 

Luke 11 
37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so 

he went in and took his place at the table. 38 The Pharisee was amazed to 
see that he did not first wash before dinner. 39 Then the Lord said to him, 
“Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but 
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not the one 
who made the outside make the inside also? 41 So give for alms those 
things that are within; and see, everything will be clean for you. 
42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all 
kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to 
have practiced, without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! 
For you love to have the seat of honor in the synagogues and to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! For you are like 
unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.” 
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Luke 12 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set 
me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take 
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: 
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to 
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 

Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
… 
 
22 He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life 
is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the 
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than 
the birds! 25 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your 
span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, 
why do you worry about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 
was not clothed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how 
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not keep 
striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not 
keep worrying. 30 For it is the nations of the world that strive after all 
these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, 
strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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Luke 14 
12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a 
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and 
you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because 
they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 
 
 

Luke 16 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man 
named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger 
with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and 
lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away 
with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, 
remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then, 
father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five 
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said 
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 
 
 

Luke 18 
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 19 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
bear false witness; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 21 He replied, “I 
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have kept all these since my youth.” 22 When Jesus heard this, he said to 
him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute 
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.” 23 But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very 
rich. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
 

Luke 19 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to 
see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because 
he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree 
to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came 
to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and 
was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, 
“He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood 
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay 
back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son 
of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 
 

Acts of the Apostles 4 
32 Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common. 33 With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 36 There was a Levite, a native of 
Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which 
means “son of encouragement”). 37 He sold a field that belonged to him, 
then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
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Acts of the Apostles 20 
25 “And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about 
proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26 Therefore I 
declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of 
you, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of 
God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that 
he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after I have 
gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 

Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in order 
to entice the disciples to follow them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering 
that for three years I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with 
tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and to the message of his 
grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver or 
gold or clothing. 34 You know for yourselves that I worked with my own 
hands to support myself and my companions. 35 In all this I have given 
you an example that by such work we must support the weak, 
remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 
 
 

Galatians 3 
23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 
law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25 

But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 
26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there 
is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
 

James 2 
 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings 
and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in 
dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and if you take notice of the one wearing 
the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one 
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who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4 have you not 
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen 
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him? 
… 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 
do not have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, 
what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 
 

1 John 3 
11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. 12 We must not be like Cain who was from the 
evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because 
his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be 
astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates you. 14 We know 
that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. 
Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 All who hate a brother or sister 
are murderers, and you know that murderers do not have eternal life 
abiding in them. 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for 
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17 How does 
God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22 and we 
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
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Ephesians 2 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that 
is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile 
both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who 
were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both 
of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In 
him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple 
in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a 
dwelling place for God. 
 
 

Ephesians 4 
4 I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope 
of your calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father 
of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
 

2 Corinthians 8 
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that 
has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; 2 for during a severe 
ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For, as I can testify, 
they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even beyond their 
means, 4 begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry 
to the saints— 5 and this, not merely as we expected; they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6 so that we 
might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should 
also complete this generous undertaking among you. 7 Now as you excel 
in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, 
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and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous 
undertaking.  8 I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the 
genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 9 For you 
know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich.  
 
 


